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FADE | N:
EXT. CENTRAL PARK -- DAY

W are in a particularly isolated section of the park. A

si ngl e wooden bench is positioned near a path, and though it
is a beautiful, sunny summer day, |arge trees overhead all ow
little light through.

JEN BREZANSKY is dressed |i ke your typical Ivy League coll ege
student, and is intensely studying a very thick physics book
with a picture of Einstein on its cover.

A MAN wal ks past her w thout stopping, and she is too
engrossed in her book to take notice. A few nonents pass,
and the man returns to her bench. He is dressed in dark
cl ot hing, despite the heat.

VAN
Mnd if | sit down?

Jen | ooks up, surprised.

JEN
Sure, go ahead.

The man sits down next to her, stretches, and | ooks around
the park. Jen returns to her reading. A few nonents pass.

MAN
|"msorry, | don't nean to disturb
you, but may | ask what you're
r eadi ng?

Jen | ooks up again. She's not annoyed by himyet, but her
purpose in comng to the park was to study.

JEN
Just a physics book. It's for one
of ny cl asses.

MAN
Really? [|'mactually an author, and

|'ve been doing a lot of work recently
that's centered around physics.
Whi ch book are you readi ng?

Jen holds up the book. It reads: Quantum Physics Revisited.

JEN
Quantum Physics Revisited. It's by
a guy naned Robert Sout hern.

MAN
Haven't heard of him  Confusing?



JEN
At first, yeah, but once you get the
hang of the |anguage, it makes sense.

MAN
| know what you nean.

He sticks out his hand.

MAN ( CONT' D)
M chael York.

She accepts his handshake awkwardly.

JEN
Jen Brezansky. N ce to neet you

M CHAEL
Li kew se.

She returns to reading her book. Mchael sits back, staring
out into space.

M CHAEL' S POV

A WOVMAN in the distance is sitting on a bl anket, hol ding her
new born BABY close to her breast. Her TWO OLDER CHI LDREN
about ten or eleven, are running around chasing a soccer
bal | .

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
|"msorry, can | bother you one | ast
tinme?

Jen | ooks up, sonmewhat annoyed this tine but doing her best
to hide it.

JEN
Sur e.

M CHAEL
So this book I"'mwiting. It's about
a man who travels through tine.
|'ve been trying to keep the physics
of it grounded in reality but the
books |'ve been reading are pretty
much Greek to ne. | was wondering
if you could nmaybe hel p nme understand
t he basi cs.

JEN

Do you have a specific question?
M CHAEL

Vell, | have a few.

Jen tries to restrain her dismay, but it's difficult.



M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
First question. Fromwhat you know,
woul d you say that travel to the
future i s possible?

JEN
(t hi nki ng)
Yes, technically. It can be proven
with Einstein's theories of relativity
and special relativity. If you were

to go at the speed of light over a
period of tinme, you would, in a sense,
travel to the future.

M CHAEL
| see.

JEN
As an object approaches the speed of
light, the object experiences a
phenonmenon known as tine dilation.
Time slows down for the object as
its speed increases, yet tine around
t he object continues to go at a norma
pace.

She realizes what she has just said is a little confusing.

JEN ( CONT' D)
In other words, if | were to travel
at the speed of light, tine for ne
woul d sl ow down, whereas it woul d

remain the sane for you. | would
age one year for your every eighteen
years.

M CHAEL
Really. Well, if it's possible, why

hasn't anyone done it yet?

JEN
Because achi eving the speed of |ight
requires an infinite amount of energy
and unfortunately,
(smling)
we really aren't capable of generating
t hat much.

M CHAEL
How about travel to the past? |Is
that within the real mof physics?

JEN
That gets much nore conplicated
because there's no one cl ear answer.
( MORE)



JEN ( CONT' D)
Sci entists have hypot hesi zed t hat
travel to the past m ght be possible
with the existence of wormhol es,
whi ch actually bend space-tinme, but
its still a highly controversi al
subject. Again, you would need an
enor nous anount of energy to do any
of this.

M chael thinks about all of this for a noment.

M CHAEL
Not bad! You sound |ike you know
your stuff.
JEN
Thanks.
She hol ds up her book.
JEN ( CONT' D)
| study a lot.

Wth that hint, she returns to her reading, |eaving M chael
to his thoughts. He stares across the park again.

M CHAEL' S POV

Two TEENACERS, a boy and girl obviously in |ove, are throw ng
a Frisbee back and forth.

Wat ching the two teenagers froma bench opposite M chael and
Jen are an ELDERLY MARRI ED COUPLE. They seem fasci nated by
t he sinple gane.

M chael watches themintensely for a few nonents. Suddenly,
as i f shaken fromof a dream he | ooks down at his watch

M CHAEL
Want to see a magic trick?

Jen | ooks up and pretends to be interested.

JEN
What ?
M CHAEL
In ten seconds, a pigeon will |and

at the base of that tree over there.
Black with white spots around its
neck.

He indicates the location while counting down the tine
silently.



JEN
(skeptical)
Oh really.
M CHAEL

Mm hmm R ght about. .. now.

As he says the words, a pigeon cones to rest in front of a
tree a short distance fromthem

Jen is somewhat amazed, but resisting her urge to believe it
wasn't a setup

JEN
k. How d you know t hat?
M CHAEL
(smling)

If I told you, there wouldn't be any
magic init.

Jen is ready to find a new bench.

JEN
Well, M. York...

M CHAEL
M chael .

JEN

...1t"s been fun, but | have to get
back to school

She starts packing up her book bag.

M CHAEL
Leavi ng so soon?
JEN
Physi cs cl ass.
M CHAEL
Vel l, how about one | ast question

before you | eave?

JEN
(reluctant)
CK, but only one nore.

Jen plunks down for a final query.

JEN ( CONT' D)
What's the question?

M CHAEL
My story is actually going to dea
more with the ethical side to tine
travel than the factual



JEN

Et hi cal ?

M CHAEL
Have you ever heard of the Ray
Bradbury story...| forget the title,
but it's about nmen who build a time
machi ne and travel back in tine to
hunt di nosaurs.

JEN
Sure. "A Sound of Thunder" was the

title. One of the hunters
accidentally steps on a butterfly
during the hunt, and that one smnal
insignificant death conpletely changes
the future when they return.

M CHAEL
| can't believe you' ve read that
story!

JEN

It was a bedtine favorite.

M CHAEL
One of mne too. M problemis just
what you described with the butterfly.
It seens like if you were to go back
intime, it would be easy to change
the future. Here's the premse |I've
been thinking about for ny story.
What if you could go back in tinme
and create a perfect world?

JEN
How so0?
M CHAEL
Vell, let's say | went back in tine

to the year 1900, then travel ed
forward, stopping along the way to
prevent various disasters | knew
woul d happen. | warn people of World
War 1, stop Htler fromcomng to
power, warn JFK of the assassination
attenpt to cone in Texas, and so on.
| fix all of these, then finally
travel forward to the day I left and
live out the benefits of ny perfect
worl d. Wat do you think?

JEN
| think that would make a very
interesting story.

She starts packi ng her bag.



M CHAEL
' m serious though. Let's say you
personally had the power to live a
perfect world - prevent the wongs
of the past for a future in which

everyone benefited. Wuld you do
it?

JEN
l...1 don't know. | don't
particularly think the world as we
know it is all that bad.

M CHAEL
Well, it's a science fiction story,
so let's say that everything is nuch
worse than it is today. |nmagine
that mllions of people are w ped
out in...lI don't know, World War 3

or sonething. An extrene scenario.
You are one of the sole survivors.
Suddenly, by sone fortune, you have
the opportunity to travel to the
past and change the future - you
coul d prevent the war from ever
starting and save countless lives.
Wul d you do it?

Jen is not taking himtoo seriously.

JEN
VWll, in that extrenme scenario, maybe
| woul d.

M CHAEL
VWat if...Wiat if it nmeant killing
soneone to prevent that outconme?
MIlions of lives traded for a single
one.

Jenis a little perplexed at this statenent.

JEN
"' m not sure what you nean.

M CHAEL
Use your imagination. Say, the entire
war can be attributed to the decisions
and inventions of one girl. A single
human |ife.

JEN
Agirl?
M CHAEL
Killing her would prevent so many

deaths. Wuld you do it?



JEN
| don't think I could kill anyone.

Jen does not understand any of this, and Mchael is grow ng
stranger by the sentence.

M CHAEL
You're not in the right m ndset,
Jen. Imagine all the terror and

tragedy |'mdescribing could all be
traced back in tine...to a single
girl sitting on a bench in central
park...reading a physics book.

Jen bolts fromthe bench.

JEN
| have to go-

M chael grabs her wist with an iron grip.

M CHAEL
Move and I'l1l fucking kill you.

He fl ashes the handl e of a gun he has concealed in his jacket
pocket. Jen | ooks around desperately.

JEN
Everyone will see!

M CHAEL
| don't care. Sit down or you're
fucki ng dead.

She | ooks around hel pl essly, then returns to her seat,
confused and scared. Mchael is still holding the conceal ed
gun.

JEN
| f you want my noney, you can have
it-

M CHAEL
| don't want your noney.
JEN
What do you want then?
M CHAEL
| want you to convince nme not to
kill you.
Jen i s stunned.
JEN

Wy do you want to kill ne?



M chael

M CHAEL
You just heard why.

JEN
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

t hi nks for a nonent.

M CHAEL
| magi ne that everything I just told
you is basically true. That sonmewhere
in the future, you will be responsible
for the deaths of mllions.

JEN
Me? \What are you tal king about?

M CHAEL
It all begins with a controversi al
theory...a theory that has the
potential to solve all the world's
problenms. Do you know what the idea
behi nd perpetual notion is?

JEN
Yeah. A machine that generates nore
energy than it takes in. |It's
i npossi bl e.

M CHAEL

| npossible is a pretty definite word
to use, Jen. People used to use
that word with traveling through
time - and | can assure you that it
is very possible. So let's say that
you create such a device. A machine
that constantly generates nore and
nore power. | magi ne what you coul d
do with it! Free energy, heat, an
end to pollution of all kinds, |ower
prices on everything..

JEN
So what's the problenf

M CHAEL
Thi nk about the dangers you woul d
i nadvertently bring into the world
with so much avail abl e energy. Think
of the weapons that could be created.

JEN
You' re crazy.

M CHAEL
( MORE)

Shut up.



M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Certain countries decide to use the
i dea for a bonmb of unimagi nabl e power.
A surprise attack on Anerica
conpl etely destroys Washi ngton D. C
and it is said that the light from
the bl ast can be seen across the
country. War breaks out, and no one
is left out of the chaos. 1In the
end, there are few survivors, and
the Earth is devastated beyond repair.

Jen watches himin stunned sil ence.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
You said before Jen, that what was
preventing us from ever achieving
time travel was the energy it
required. And yet, with your ideas,
we were able to overcone that
obstacle. W could trace all the
incidents that result in the
destruction of mankind back to you
sitting here in Central Park on this
very day. Stopping you is the
sinplest way to prevent the
destruction of mankind that w |l
cone if you are allowed to live.

JEN
.1 don't believe you.

M CHAEL
VWhat wi Il convince you? Wuld you
like me to tell the future? Predict
what is about to happen?

He | ooks at his watch.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
A squirrel will run down that tree
in the next ten seconds.

It happens.

M CHAEL ( CONT' D)
Maybe you want sonething a little
nmore definite. A senator fromthe
mdwest will retreat to his bedroom
t oni ght conpl ai ni ng of chest pains.
He will have a heart attack in the
night and die. [It's not a great
exanpl e though, because you won't be
alive to hear about it.

JEN
| can't believe it.



11.

M CHAEL
It doesn't matter. In the end, it
all inevitably traces back to you.
It has to be stopped here, or never.
All 1 have to do is kill you, then
return to the future. A perfect
future you were never alive to ruin.

JEN
(frantic)
| won't study physics! ['Il give it
up!

M CHAEL
At this point, you already know t oo
much. The idea is as inherent to
you now as the theory of relativity
was to Einstein. All you have to do
is realize it - and you wll.

JEN

(beggi ng)
Pl ease | et ne go.

It is alnbst as if Mchael is trying to reason with her now.

M CHAEL
Jen, don't you want nme to spare this
world fromthe horror | have seen?
That | have |ived through?

JEN
You' d be a nurderer.

M CHAEL

(furious)
You want to tal k about nurder? You
have no fucking right, Jen! You
have no right! | have seen ny wife's
body charred beyond recognition.
have seen ny son - two years old -
flesh stripped fromhis body. |I have
seen this great city reduced to
rubbl e, oxygen becone unbreat habl e,
corpses lining the streets in droves -
you want to call this nmurder, go
ahead. But one death for mllions
seens pretty fucking justified to
ne.

JEN
But . ..

She is thinking hard to save herself.



12.

JEN ( CONT' D)
But you don't understand the idea
behind this! The underlying fact to
everything is that the butterfly
scenario is not true! One man cannot
si nply change history.

M CHAEL
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?
JEN
| f what you say is correct - if the

t heory of perpetual notion is out
there - then it wll be discovered.
Do you think the theory of relativity
woul d have remai ned undi scovered if

Ei nstein hadn't cone al ong?

M CHAEL
But you meke the discovery.

JEN
There woul d be a nonent in history
when the theory of relativity would
be di scovered, whether it was with
Einstein or not. And fromthat point
in time, history would basically
mrror our own. If this idea is
there to be found, then the future
that goes along wwth it is
unavoi dabl e.

M CHAEL
But who knows when that will be? |
could kill you now and prevent it

from happening for mllions of years.

JEN
Maybe. O maybe there's soneone
about to discover the theory at this
very nonment. Have you ever heard of
Al exander Graham Bel | 's fanous race
to the patent office? He perfected
t he tel ephone only hours apart from
anot her scientist. |If Bell hadn't
figured it out, sonmeone el se would
have on that sane day.

M CHAEL
JEN
If you kill me, it won't change

anyt hi ng.



13.

M CHAEL
If | don't...then the events of the
future will still unfold as | know

them Wthout question.

JEN
They won't.
M CHAEL
Real ly? You really believe that?
JEN
Yes.
M CHAEL
You really think that you'll be able
to stop yourself from studying
physics? Jen, if | |leave you now,
the war will still happen.
JEN
How can you know t his?
M CHAEL
Because of sonething you once told
ne.
JEN
Me?
M CHAEL
After the war.
JEN
What -
M CHAEL

About an encounter you once had with
a man in central park, who tried to
convince you not to continue with
your studies in physics right before
you made your fanous discovery. She -
you - sent ne back to try again.

was told not to let you talk nme out
of it. But | realize nowthat I'm
not a murderer, no matter what the
circunstances. And | think that
maybe this is the exact conversation
that was had before. The exact
conversation that failed. This al
means that |'m about to die.

In a split second, M chael stands, pulls the gun fromhis
pocket and ains it at Jen's head. Jen clenches her eyes,
teeth gritted and crying.

There is a GUNSHOT. After a nonent, Jen opens her eyes,
al i ve.
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Besi de her, Mchael falls to the ground, shot from behind.
Coming into focus fromthe background is a police officer.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
Hey! Get away from him

M chael tw tches on the ground, the gun having fallen from
his lifeless hand. The police officer runs to the bench and
pulls Jen to her feet and away from M chael. Several people
begi n approaching the area and formng a circle. Jen is
dazed. The police officer bends down to check Mchael's

pul se.

PCLI CE OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
He' s dead.

Two ot her cops rush onto the scene and begin exam ning the
body. The police officer stands up and turns to Jen, panting.

POLI CE OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
...l saw the two of you on the bench.
You | ooked upset. | saw him pul
the gun from his pocket...

Three nore officers join the others and back the crowd away.
A SIREN can be heard in the distance. The police officer
gui des Jen away fromthe crowds.

PCLI CE OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
We'll wait right here, there's an
anbul ance on its way.

Jen is still dazed.
Two officers are exam ning the body.
OFFI CER 1
Fucking sicko. Tried to kill this
girl for no reason.
The other officer pulls out his wallet.

COFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
VWhat's his nane?

OFFI CER 2
It says Mchael York, but it nust be
a fake.

OFFI CER 1

Wiy do you say that?

OFFI CER 2
The expiration date on the license
is thirty years from now.

OFFI CER 1
Wi rd.
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Jen hears all this fromaside. Two paranmedics cone from
behi nd and wap a bl anket around her.

PCLI CE OFFI CER
Come on. Let's get out of here.

JEN
Huh? K.

Jen is totally dazed as they guide her away. Suddenly, a
WOVAN from the crowd runs up to her.

WOVAN
Hey, mss! Mss? You forgot your
book.

She hol ds out the physics book, and Jen hesitantly accepts
it.
JEN
... thank you.

The woman smiles and wal ks away. The policenan and paranedi cs
| ead Jen to the anbul ance. The book is tucked safely beneath
her arm

FADE TO BLACK
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